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Dr. Janez Potočnik  
Co-Chair, UN International Resource Panel 
 
Dr. Janez Potočnik is Co-Chair of the UN International Resource Panel (IRP), a
global network of experts providing independent, science-based advice on the
sustainable use of natural resources. He is also Partner at SYSTEMIQ, a systems
change company driving the transition toward a sustainable and circular
economy. From 2004 to 2014, Dr. Potočnik was a Member of the European
Commission, first as Commissioner for Science and Research and later as
Commissioner for the Environment, where he led the EU’s circular economy and
resource efficiency agendas. An economist by training, he holds a PhD from the
University of Ljubljana, where he began his academic career, and in 2013 he
received the UNEP Champions of the Earth Award for his leadership in
promoting sustainable resource management. 

Susanne Palsten Buchardt 
CEO, ALGIECEL 
 
Susanne Palsten Buchardt is an international leader in biosolutions, renewable
energy, and management consulting. As CEO of ALGIECEL, she drives the
company’s mission to unlock the potential of microalgae as a sustainable, high-
performing ingredient for feed, food, and cosmetics. She previously led €300
million global businesses at Novonesis (formerly Novozymes) and held senior
roles at Ørsted, IBM, PA Consulting, and Bain & Company. Based in Copenhagen,
Susanne also serves as Chair of Norfalk, developing bio-based surfactants, and
as Venture Partner at PSV Hafnium, a deep-tech fund at DTU. She brings
extensive experience in innovation, strategy, and scaling green technologies to
advance Europe’s bio-based and circular economy 

Dr. Jessika van Leeuwen​ 
Member of the European Parliament - EPP 

Dr. Jessika van Leeuwen is a Dutch politician and animal science expert serving
in the European Parliament since 2024. She holds an MSc and PhD in Animal
Sciences from Wageningen University & Research, specialising in reproductive
physiology, and pursued additional studies in veterinary medicine and swine
production in Argentina and Mexico. Before entering politics, she spent over a
decade working across Europe and Latin America in the livestock and feed
industries, holding senior roles at Cargill, Trouw Nutrition, and Hamlet Protein. In
Parliament, she serves on the Agriculture (AGRI), International Trade (INTA), and
Regional Development (REGI) Committees, advocating for sustainable farming,
fair trade, and resilient rural communities. Her work combines scientific expertise
with a pragmatic, solutions-oriented approach to advancing Europe’s
bioeconomy and sustainable agriculture. 
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Dr. Pierre-Mathieu Pélissier​ 
Policy Officer, European Commission, Directorate General for Research and
Innovation - Bioeconomy unit (RTD.B.2) 

Pierre-Mathieu Pélissier is a life sciences professional specializing in the
translation of scientific advancements to practical application. Holding a PhD in
Biotechnology from Gent University, his experience encompasses the entire
innovation lifecycle. This includes scientific research, financial due diligence in
agri-biotech venture capital, regulation and technology valorisation. As a
Technology Transfer Officer at the European Commission's Joint Research
Center (JRC), he managed internal technology transfer matters. Currently, as a
Policy Officer in Biotechnologies at the European Commission, he contributes to
the European biotechnology regulatory environment. 

Dr. Sam De Campeneere 
Scientific Director for Animal Husbandry, ILVO (Flanders Research Institute for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food). 

Dr. Sam De Campeneere is Scientific Director for Animal Husbandry at ILVO,
leading research on sustainable livestock systems, animal welfare, and
environmental performance. He holds a PhD in Applied Biological Sciences from
Ghent University, specialising in cattle nutrition and nutrient efficiency. At ILVO,
he coordinates emission reduction and climate-smart farming initiatives through
the Expertise Centre for Agriculture and Climate (ELK) and ammonia research
(PAS). Internationally, he represents Belgium in the Global Research Alliance on
Agricultural Greenhouse Gases (GRA) and serves as Vice-President for Science
at EAAP, bridging research and practice for sustainable livestock production. 

Anton van den Brink ​ 
Deputy Secretary General, FEFAC - European Feed Manufacturers' Federation​ 

Anton van den Brink is Deputy Secretary General of the European Compound
Feed & Premixes Association (FEFAC). Since joining in 2013, he has led work on
sustainability in European feed manufacturing, including responsible soy
sourcing and environmental footprinting (PEFCR Feed / GFLI). He played a key
role in developing the FEFAC Feed Sustainability Charter 2030, the Soy Sourcing
Guidelines (2021 & 2023), and reports on Circular Feed (2022) and Co-Products
(2019). In addition, Anton also serves as Executive Director of EFFPA, the
European Former Foodstuffs Processors Association, which represents
companies processing by-products from food manufacturers and retailers into
animal feed. He holds a degree in Persuasive Communication from the University
of Amsterdam (2012). 
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Silje Båtsvik Risholm
Senior Advisor, Aquaculture, Bellona

Silje Båtsvik Risholm is Senior Advisor Aquaculture at Bellona, where she works
at the intersection of sustainable food systems, bioeconomy, and policy
development. She has held various roles within the Norwegian aquaculture
sector since 2009, contributing broad experience and insight into the industry's
challenges and opportunities. Silje played a central role in the Råvareløftet
initiative—a cross-sector collaboration that produced over 130 measures for
sustainable feed ingredients, many of which gained political traction. She also
served as editor of “Hva skal laksen spise”, a key report within the initiative that
combined barrier studies with a political roadmap for sustainable aquaculture. 
She holds an MBA in Ecological Economics from Nord University and a BA in
Social Science and Chinese from the University of Oslo and Bergen.

Olav Fjeld Kraugerud
Senior Advisor, Sustainable Feed, Bellona

Dr. Olav Fjeld Kraugerud works at the intersection of agriculture, aquaculture,
and the bioeconomy, focusing on how sustainable feed raw materials can
accelerate the transition toward circular and resource-efficient food systems. He
is currently Senior Advisor at the Bellona Foundation, where he works to advance
sustainable solutions across the blue and green sectors. Dr. Kraugerud has
extensive experience in the feed industry and research, having worked at Cargill
on the development of raw materials for aquaculture and agriculture, and earlier
as Operational Manager at the Centre for Feed Technology (NMBU),
collaborating with the European feed industry on innovation projects involving
circularity and novel ingredients. He holds a PhD in processing, raw materials,
and nutrition and an MSc in biotechnology from the Norwegian University of Life
Sciences (NMBU), where his research focused on carbohydrate molecules in
seaweed and kelp.


