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Bellona Europa welcomes the revision of th
environmental stakeholders play a vital role i
EU’s environmental priorities and the Single
While there has been notable progress since t
Standardisation Regulation toward a more inclusi ent, and effective
European Standardisation System (ESS), some issues persist. Strengthening the
system further will improve its capacity to address rapidly evolving policy demands,
while safeguarding key principles such as inclusiveness:

Accelerating standards development without compromising quality

We recognise the need for harmonised standards (hEN) to be available to support EU
regulation in a timely manner. However, we caution against the potential risks
associated with fast-track procedures. The success of the ESS depends on
collaboration among industry, public authorities, civil society, and academia to
produce standards that reflect both private and public interests.

Maintaining the integrity of the consensus-building process, stakeholder and national
consultations, and the quality of standardisation deliverables is essential. Time-saving
efforts should focus on tightening deadlines and expediting citation processes. Given
the legal status of hEN, the European Commission must oversee and closely monitor
the development process.

Ensuring flexible pathways without sacrificing inclusiveness

When the traditional standardisation route causes delays or blocks the development
of crucial standards for policy implementation—such as when European
Standardisation Organisations reject or stall Standardisation Requests—alternative
routes should be explored. These alternatives must reflect the recognised state-of-
the-art and aim to prevent regulatory delays.

Nevertheless, core principles of openness, transparency, consensus, and
inclusiveness must be upheld at both EU and national levels. If alternatives are
pursued, the European Commission must establish clear procedural criteria and
robust consultation mechanisms.

Strengthening inclusiveness by supporting civil society involvement

As standards increasingly affect individuals, workers, and the environment, a diverse
and multi-stakeholder approach is essential to ensure balance and accountability in
standardisation. Despite existing initiatives to enhance engagement from
environmental and civil society stakeholders, actual participation remains insufficient,
especially at national and international levels. The Standardisation Regulation must
provide mechanisms to enhance societal stakeholder inclusiveness across all levels.
Unfortunately, support for participation at national level remains inadequate in many
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Member States. This limits the representati
standards, but crucially in selecting national
international standardisation.

Although the Regulation seeks to balance pub er engagement,

and business needs, societal stakeholders still enc qual access in different
National Standardisation Bodies, and a lack of financial support continues to hinder

meaningful participation.

Given the challenges at the national level, Annex Ill organisations play a critical role.

When societal input is limited nationally, Annex lll ensures underrepresented voices

are at least heard during EU-level drafting processes.

Environmental ambition can position Europe as a global standards-setter

The European Commission must act swiftly to identify the EU's strategic
dependencies tied to the twin transitions.

Europe should seize this moment to become the global leader in standard-setting.
Where international standards fall short of European environmental goals, the EU
must lead the global agenda. Coupled with Europe’s strengths in innovation, its
environmental ambition, when expressed through forward-looking standardisation
requests, will position Europe as the world's standards-maker.
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