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CONSULTATION RESPONSE

Bellona Europa welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the list of candidate projects applying for 
Projects of Common Interest (PCI) and Projects of Mutual Interest (PMI) status in the transmission electricity 
grids and smart electricity grids category.

While Bellona cannot provide detailed feedback on every individual project listed, we have provided comments 
to a significant amount of the candidate projects. Below we offer general remarks on the full process and also 
comment on several groups of projects:

We applaud the Commission’s efforts to prioritise projects that align with Europe’s climate and energy goals.
To help deliver on the EU’s decarbonisation targets is critical that the final PCI/PMI list includes 
projects that directly contribute to the integration of renewables, enhance market integration and 
strengthen energy security.

Transparency and accessibility must remain central to the PCI/PMI selection process. We encourage the Com-
mission to continue improving stakeholder engagement by ensuring that all candidate projects are presented 
with complete, clear, and uniform data, including technical details, anticipated impacts, and supporting visuals. 
Such improvements are essential to enable proper and informed stakeholder evaluation. 

TRANSMISSION AND GRID BOTTLENECKS 
 
We welcome the inclusion of projects addressing known bottlenecks and interconnection challenges 
between Member States. Poor interconnections, such as those between Spain and France, have long 
hindered market integration and renewable energy deployment. Projects targeting these gaps must be 
prioritised and accelerated, especially those that have held PCI status for several years without reaching 
completion.  
 
Similarly, internal congestion within Member States, such as between Northern and Southern Germany, 
remains a barrier to both market efficiency and the effective integration of renewable electricity. Even where 
projects are not strictly cross-border, their broader contribution to the functioning of the European electricity 
market is clear and valuable.

SUPPORT FOR INDUSTRIAL DECARBONISATION 
 
We also welcome the focus on enhancing grid infrastructure in areas of high industrial electricity demand. 
Strengthening these regions’ access to clean electricity will be crucial to enabling Europe’s industrial decar-
bonisation and maintaining competitiveness in a net-zero economy. These projects include the St. Peter 
- Dürnrohr looking at an industrial cluster in Austria and BRABO III looking to tackle the port of Antwerp.

OFFSHORE AND HYBRID ASSETS 
 
The emergence of offshore hybrid asset projects is an positive development. These projects, by combining 
offshore generation and cross-border transmission, offer clear benefits: reducing costs, optimising spatial 
use of offshore areas, and laying the foundation for an integrated North Seas energy system. Such innova-
tions are key to accelerating Europe’s energy transition. The Bornholm Energy Island and TritonLink are clear 
examples of hybrid assets that will offer clear benefits to several Member States.
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REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS: BALTIC AND NORDIC REGIONS 
 
In the Baltic region, the ongoing synchronisation with the continental European network is a major success 
story. The completion of remaining projects is vital not only for securing supply and integrating renewables in 
the Baltics but also for the resilience and competitiveness of the broader Energy Union. 
 
The Nordic region’s interconnection projects, particularly those strengthening links with Norway, are funda-
mental for leveraging the region’s renewable resources and supporting Europe-wide energy security.

PROJECTS OF MUTUAL INTERESTS
Projects of Mutual Interest (PMIs) are mainly concentrated in the Mediterranean area, the Balkans and Northern 
Europe, mainly connecting with the UK. The Mediterranean region is a strategic area for the development of 
electricity transmission infrastructure, although most projects are still at an early stage. We are also positive 
about initiatives in the Balkans, where poor interconnection and interdependencies between projects make 
rapid implementation urgent. However, the limited availability of information, often only in the original languages, 
hampers transparency and evaluation by stakeholders. We also note that many socio-economic impact anal-
yses are still in the pipeline. In contrast, links with the UK are already well advanced, partly due to the strong 
pre-existing integration into European energy systems, and we support their completion.

We welcome the idea of developing projects that integrate energy systems not only within the Union but also 
with neighbouring countries. However, we would like to underline the importance of assessing, among the 
necessary criteria, that these projects do not hamper the ability of the third country to phase out fossil fuel 
generation plants for its domestic consumption.

SMART ELECTRICITY GRIDS CATEGORY
Bellona welcomes the possibility to evaluate projects in the category of smart electricity grids. These are import-
ant projects because they imply an improvement and modernisation of the infrastructure, including the use of 
more digitalisation and “smart” elements that contribute to the efficiency and flexibility of the system, which 
are as necessary as increasing generation capacity. However, we emphasise the importance of a transparent 
and meaningful consultation process . We note a significant the lack of information  difficulty with regards to 
some of the proposed projects under this category.

Bellona Europa is an independent, non-profit organisation that meets environmental and climate challenges head-on. We 
are result-oriented and have a comprehensive and cross-sectoral approach to assess the economics, climate impacts and 

technical feasibility of necessary climate solutions. To do this, we work with civil society, academia, governments and polluting 
industries. 
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