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BELLONA’S RESPONSE
Bellona agrees with most of the points listed in the main findings section of the methodology. A conservative 
approach for quantification of GHG emissions is preferred to incentivise renovations instead of new builds, 
where the whole building is the implementation.

Bellona considers it deeply problematic that Net Zero and climate neutrality claims are considered a viable 
use of certificates by the European Commission for carbon storage in buildings. In practice, it is not likely that 
bio-based materials in buildings can provide sufficient assurances that carbon will not be re-emitted in future 
and therefore the generation of certificates for offsetting should be explicitly excluded. 

Carbon storage in buildings should not be considered as part of the portfolio for CDR technologies. Biomass 
products for construction should not be able to generate a certificate that might be used for offsetting other 
emissions.

While there may be positive uses of the certificates issued from this category, such as for labelling or reporting 
requirements in broader building legislation, these developments are hampered by the possibility that these 
units may be used for offsetting. Until this use case is explicitly prohibited, the methodology development will 
be scrutinised on that basis. 

GENERAL COMMENTS
While consultants who prepared the methodology were eager to get feedback on quantification and sustain-
ability; it would have been useful to discuss additionality, monitoring, and liability. 

Unless a cradle-to-cradle life cycle analysis of the whole building shows a carbon negative balance and that 
there are assurances that the bio-based materials will not emit CO2 back into the atmosphere, such products 
should not be able to generate certificates that might be used for offsetting emissions. 

To ensure products are sustainably sourced, the methodology should look into the import of materials and their 
provenance; as it is specified with permanent removals (biochar, BioCCS).
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SPECIFIC INPUT
MRV should be as easy as possible. Because of that reason, it is probably best to limit the scope of the certified 
products to load bearing structural elements, such as it can be monitored and verified by e.g. from the use of 
satellite images that can check whether the building is still standing.

Regarding the Quantification methodology, GHG associated should be calculated following the principle 
that the ‘building is the implementation’ (Option 1 presented during the EG meeting). This method accounts 
for actual emissions and disincentive new construction when not needed. The alternative method risks the 
opposite if it is chosen. Moreover, by including all load-bearing elements (whether they are bio-based or not), 
the use of low-carbon products beyond bio-based materials is encouraged as an added bonus.

The methodology should address carbon release at building end-of-life: listing different end-of-life scenarios 
(reuse, recycling, disposal with incineration or landfill), encourage the re-use of biogenic materials and a circu-
lar economy to extend their carbon storage potential.

Bellona Europa is an independent, non-profit organisation that meets environmental and climate challenges head-on. We 
are result-oriented and have a comprehensive and cross-sectoral approach to assess the economics, climate impacts and 

technical feasibility of necessary climate solutions. To do this, we work with civil society, academia, governments and polluting 
industries. 
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