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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Germany’s NECP refers to the ongoing process of developing a comprehensive Carbon Manage-
ment Strategy and a single CO₂ transport and storage regulation. At the time of publication of this 
assessment, this process has come to a halt as the traffic lights coalition collapsed on November 6th, 
2024. It remains to be seen how much of this important process can be taken forward and what the 
future government will undertake in this area. However, the issue of carbon management is likely 
here to stay. For the future development of CCS in Germany, the following are the Bellona Deutsch-
land’s recommendations:

1
EXPEDITE THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE CARBON 
MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

To provide detailed frameworks for CCS 
deployment, including clear timelines, available 
funding and support mechanisms, as well as specific 
targets for CO₂ capture, transport, and storage. 
Align the strategy (as well as the corresponding 
Long Term Strategy Negative Emissions and 
Circular Economy Strategy) with existing climate 
goals while addressing the identified gaps, such 
as the provision of concrete steps to scale up CCS 
technologies by 2030.

3 STRENGTHEN COORDINATION 
AND INVESTMENT IN CO₂ 
TRANSPORT AND STORAGE 
NETWORKS

Ensure sufficient coordination between emitters 
and transport network operators to optimise CO₂ 
infrastructure, also recognising Germany’s role as 
a CO₂ transit hub. Allocate adequate financial and 
coordination resources to develop CO₂ transport 
networks and storage sites, ensuring they are 
operational by 2030.

4 ALLOCATE TARGETED 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT CCS 
DEPLOYMENT IN HARD-TO-
ABATE SECTORS

Ensure that funding through existing programs, 
such as BIK and ‘Carbon Contracts for Difference’ 
(CCfDs), is securely allocated to provide explicit 
and reliable support for CCS projects in hard-to-
abate sectors like cement, lime, waste to energy 
and basic chemicals. Ensure that public funding 
is prioritised for projects with the highest climate 
value (in line with the criteria laid out in the 
Bellona/E3G CCS ladder). Ensure that alternative 
technologies to CCS are sufficiently funded, where 

2
CONDUCT DETAILED 
ASSESSMENTS OF 
GERMANY’S CO₂ STORAGE 
CAPACITY

In particular with regard to the environmentally 
complex and sensitive situation in proposed 
offshore locations within the already heavily 
exploited EEZ. Integrate these findings into 
the Carbon Management Strategy to balance 
legitimate local marine protection interests 
with national climate protection goals. Set 
measurable short-term and long-term targets for 
the development of CO₂ storage sites to ensure 

https://network.bellona.org/content/uploads/sites/3/2023/07/CCSL_briefing.pdf
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FURTHER RESOURCES 
Bundesanstalt für Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe [Federal Institute for Geosciences and Na-
tural Resources]: Häufig gestellte Fragen, https://www.bgr.bund.de/DE/Themen/Nutzung_tiefe-
rer_Untergrund_CO2Speicherung/CO2Speicherung/FAQ/faq_inhalt.html
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challenges head on. We are solutions-oriented and have a comprehensive and cross-sectoral approach to assess 
the economics, climate impacts and technical feasibility of necessary climate actions. To do this, we work with 
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