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NECP
Assessment

Carbon Capture & Storage in the
National Energy and Climate Plan

Cyprus

Criteria Performance

Does not plan concrete implementation of CCS but does
Implementation plan acknowledge its role in industrial decarbonisation and is
considering the development of a national CCS plan.

CO: capture Does not report on process emissions to be abated with CCS.

Does not report on geological CO, storage capacity but is
looking to explore suitable geological formations.

CO: transport Does not report on planned CO, transport infrastructure. .

CO: storage

National government Does not foresee the allocation of national funding for CO,
funding capture, transport or storage.

Other relevant Does not mention any additional measures to support the
initiatives deployment of CCS.
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CCS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

In its NECP, Cyprus acknowledges the role of CCS in decarbonising industrial processes and achieving
net-zero emissions by 2050. While it considers CCS technologies to be underdeveloped and expensive, the
Plan still sees them as a way to make Cypriot industries more sustainable and competitive. It highlights the
cement industry, which makes up 28% of the country’'s ETS allowances, recognising that its full decarbonisa-
tion will require the use of CCS.

However, the NECP lacks any concrete proposals and timeline on the implementation of CCS. The few men-
tions of the technology remain hypothetical and set in the indeterminate future.

According to Cyprus’ Long-term low GHG emission development strategy submitted to the UNFCC in 2022,
emission reductions from CCS only begin in 2040

Nevertheless, Cyprus is considering the development of a national CCS plan in the future. The government
held public consultations following the publication of its draft NECP, and one response noted that decarboni-
sation scenarios should not include carbon capture technologies that are not proven to work at scale.

CO, TRANSPORT

The Plan does not report on planned CO, transport infrastructure. Nevertheless, Cyprus is set to be connect-
ed to Project Prinos, a CO, storage site in the Aegean Sea, via shipping lane? Prinos aims to store 1 MtCO, per
annum from the end of 2025 and could increase injection capacity to 3 MtCO, per annum in 2027. The project
could store up to 62.5 MtCO, over 25 years from sources across the eastern Mediterranean.

CO, STORAGE

Cypriot law allows for the geological storage of CO, within its borders. The country is also actively engaged in
discussions with the European Commission, exploring the possibility of opening its territory or a portion of it
for the exploration of geologically suitable formations to store CO, expected to be captured in and transported
from other Member States.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The final Cypriot NECP makes little progress compared to the draft version in addressing the role of carbon
capture, transport and storage in the country’s decarbonisation strategy. While Cyprus acknowledges the
role that CCS can play in reducing industrial CO, emissions, the technologies remain largely marginal in the
country's long-term climate policy. Bellona therefore encourages the Cypriot government to:

DEVELOP A CCS IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

In collaboration with industry, academia, and civil society, build upon existing research and data to
establish a comprehensive strategy for deploying CCS to enable the full decarbonisation of its hard-
to-abate industries. It must take a holistic approach to the entire CCS value chain clearly identifying

1 Cyprus’ Long-term low GHG emission development strategy 2022 update
2 Commission Delegated Regulation amending Regulation (EU) No 2022/869 of the European Parliament and of the Council
as regards the Union list of projects of common interest and projects of mutual interest
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/2022_lts_final_cyprus.pdf
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/Annex%20PCI%20PMI%20list.pdf
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-11/Annex%20PCI%20PMI%20list.pdf

CO, capture needs—primarily to address process emissions; mapping CO, transport infrastructure;
assessing national CO, storage potential; and specifying how much of that storage can be made com-
mercially available and by when. A medium to long-term, comprehensive plan will send a strong signal
to stakeholders driving private investments and encouraging and facilitating the engagement of civil
society and academia in the debate around CCS development and deployment.

9 ENGAGE WITH EXISTING RESEARCH AND CCS PROJECTS

Build on the momentum of ongoing CCS projects across Europe and incorporate insights from current
research institutions and lessons learned from first-mover projects into a national implementation plan
for CCS.

DEVELOP APPROPRIATE SUPPORT MECHANISM AND PRIORITISE PUBLIC FUNDING FOR
HIGH-CLIMATE-VALUE CCS APPLICATIONS

With no or fewer scalable alternatives and where CCS offers a higher mitigation potential and the-
refore the highest climate value®. Targeted policy instruments and support mechanisms need to be
developed to incentivise CCS deployment, specifically addressing cross-chain risks inherent to CO,
transport and storage and offer sufficient derisking potential to drive private investment. Establish-
ing funding schemes earmarked for CCS deployment is important especially in the early stages of
deployment as CCS technologies require substantial upfront investments. Targeted support mech-
anisms enable CCS to effectively contribute to the country’s climate goals, tackling emissions that
cannot otherwise be addressed.

FURTHER RESOURCES

How can Cyprus become carbon neutral? | LSE Blogs, 2025: https://blogs.Ise.ac.uk/greeceatlse/2025/03/11/
how-can-cyprus-become-carbon-neutral/

Prinos, a CO: storage option for SE. Europe |Institute of Energy for South-East Europe (IENE), 2023: https://
www.iene.eu/articlefiles/inline/sardi%20-%2014th%20seeed.pdf
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Bellona Europa is an international, independent and non-profit organisation that meets environmental and cli-

mate challenges head on. \We are solutions-oriented and have a comprehensive and cross-sectoral approach

to assess the economics, climate impacts and technical feasibility of necessary climate actions. To do this, we
work with civil society, academia, governments, institutions, and industries.
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