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DLV ONA The Northern Sea Route: Russia’s industrial and
BELLONA political expansion, its environmental costs, and
Arctic shipping risks (report content)

* Climatic and hydrological features of Northern Sea
Route waters

* Legal framework and plans for utilizing the Northern
Sea Route

 Volume and origin of cargo transported on the NSR
 Types and number of vessels operating on the NSR
* Emergency and Rescue Infrastructure of the NSR

e Environmental costs and risks associated with the use
of the NSR

 The impact of international economic sanctions on
usage of the NSR




Why we care?

* |nfrastructure along the NSR is
a necessary prerequisite for

the current Russian regime to
expand its malign influence in FE - T A
the Arctic and in global trade £ P .
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BELILONA NSR on the Arctic map

Wi _ * The Northern Sea Route - an
- _ ~ complex that includes, in addi
N ;, e international, and transit shippi
N T ’ km Russian Arctic coastline with it

p infrastructure, the extraction of mine
y and on the Arctic shelf of Russia, exports
”‘qukm AR the basis for the use of the NSR.
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BELLONA  Cargo Flow on NSR
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BELLONA  Narratives for the future of

the NSR

Russian narrative:

Global

Less ice in the

warming

Reality:

Global
warming and
env.

degradation

Arctic ocean

Less ice in the
Arctic ocean but

> more fast changing

ice and weather
conditions

> Easier all-year

round navigation

More ships on

the NSR, if

Russia “sells”

More ships on
the NSR, no

Cheaper, quicker, and

> climate and

> environmentally

the route and
Its Arctic
resources

environmental
Impact

Increased military
presence and Russian
political influence in the
Arctic;

Increased emissions
and environmental risk

L

)

friendly global trade

Instability in the Arctic
and global trade;

> Repressions against

civil society and
indigenous population
in the Russian Arctic



A Safety concerns

Existing and planned maritime rescue coordination centers

cy and rescue A " Y T

nters and search

escue vessels

Real incidents show slow W A ) il

® Khatanga ™

emergency response

* Declining international

cooperation after 2022
° LaCk Of trans parency B Maritime rescue coordination centers of The Marine Rescue Service of the Ministry of Transport

B Arctic integrated emergency rescue centers of the Ministry of Emergency Situations
M Planned arctic integrated emergency rescue centers of the Ministry of Emergency Situations

== The NSR water area in accordance with the Merchant Shipping Code




BELLONA Environmental and climate

concerns

Risk of oil spill:

- >500 of vessels, out of which >20 cargo vessels,
without ice class permitted to sail on NSR,
including oil tankers and shadow fleet (7 in 2024,
? more in 2025)

- No HFO ban

- No effective technologies to gather oil in Arctic
waters

- Lack of search & rescue infrastructure

- Secrecy about accidents by authorities

Marine environment disturbance:

- Narrow straights significant for mammals
migration and birds areas

- Invasive species

- Underwater noise

- Emissions, including soot

- Radiation contamination risk

Map of mportant bird areas:
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Kniouesnie OPHUTONOrMYECKHE TRPPHTOPHM

3 B Geperosoi 30He ¥ MOpAX

25 | (> MemayHapoAHbIE KAKNEBHE OPHUTONOTHYSCKHE
‘Y T TeppuTCpHUK

. MewAaYHAPOAHBIE KNKYEBLIE OPHUTONOTHYECKHE
TEPPUTCPKK, NPEANaraembie B KavecTse

sr ‘ nepcnexTueHex OONT deaepansHoro yposHs

BrAb MOPCKMX ¥ CBRIAMHEX C MOPEM NTHL, ANA KOTOPHX B POCCUACHON APKTHHE BLIJEAEHb! KNOYEBLIE OCPHHTONOTHYECKHE
TeppuTopua: bepunroe Gaknaw (Pholacrocorax pelagcus), xoxnarsii Garnau (P oristotelis), Genowexan Kazapka (Branta
leucopsis), wWhRoxsacTe (Anos acute), MOpCHAn wepHets [Aythya marila), obexHogenHwin rorens (Bucephala clangula),
mopanka (Clanguia hyemolis), rara-rpedenywna (Somaterio spectabilis), 0buwrobennan rara (S, moliissima), cnbuporan rarg
{Polysticta steller)), ouwovan rara (5. fischer), cnuera (Melonitta nigra), ANMMMOHOCHR Kpoxams (Mergus serrator),
opnan-Genoxeocr (Maliceetus albicilla), cancan (Folco peregrinus), wpever (Falco rusticolus), rancrydmme (Charadrius
hiaticula), dudwu (Tringa glareclo), mopogynxa (Xenus cinereus), typyxtaw {Philomachus pugnax), HyYAMK-NORATEHb
(Eurynorhynchus pygmeus), Beaoxsocrun necouruk (Colides temminkil), xyank-popodea (L. minuta), wpacHoiedny (L
ferruginea), mopcnon necoysun (G maritima), qepxo3obux (C. alping), xpyrnowocu# naasywunk (Pholaropus lobotus),
KOPOTHOXBOCTHIA NOMOPHUE (Stercorarius parasiticus), ANMHROXBOCTLIA NOMOPHUE (Stercorarius longicaudus), MOpCRan 4aiua
(Larus marinus), knywa (L. fuscus), Gypromucrp (L hyperboreus), Genan vanna (Pagophile eburmea), OBHXHOBEHHAA MOERKA
(Rissa tridoctyla), po3osan vaawa (Rhodostethio roses), nonspuan kpayxa (Sterna perodisasa), sopnk (Alle alle), rarapua
(Alco torda), ToncTonnear Kaipa (Urla lomvia), Torkornoeaa wanpa (U. colge), wmetuk (Cepphus grilie), Boacwan KoHwra
(Asthlo cristatella), norora-kpowka (A, pusilla), Senobprowna (A. psittaculal, yynus {(Fratercula arctica)

PeruoHanbHbie NPUMOPCKHE 0C060 OXPaHAemMble NPUPOAHBIE TEPPHTOPHI

B 3akazHuem [ NamATHAKK NpHPpOAL: B Npupoaxsi napk B PecypcHuie pesepsarsl




A War and sanctions

Sanctions targets:

- Mining facilities in the Russian Arctic (Arctic LNG-2, Murmansk LNG,
Vostok Oil) —> exceptions exist (Yamal LNG)

- Shipbuilding industry —> lack of ice-class vessels

- Shadow fleet ships -> late (cat and mouse game)

go volume on NSR, thousand tons Number of international transits via NSR
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BELLONA Key messages

» Need to minimize shipping in the Arctic;

» “Quicker, cheaper and env friendly” is an illusion. Russia
needs NSR to build national security in the Arctic, ensure
export income, and establish itself as a player in global
trade, which will spread its malign practices;

» Need for stricter environmental, climate, and safety
standards for shipping and mining in the Arctic;

» EU and allies should not support the intensification of

shipping via NSR.




BELLONA

Thank you!

Ksenia Vakhrusheva

Project Manager, Arctic Policy Advisor
BELLONA

Ksenia@bellona.org
+359 88 684 1706
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