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Will climate change reduce 
the risk of accidents in Arctic 
waters?
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No!

• Less ice becomes more movable by wind and sea current.

• More open waters means more waves and rougher conditions

• There will still be ice and low temperatures in the NSR in 
wintertime in the foreseeable future

• Distances between rescue stations, ports and other resources 
will not change

• Increased traffic will increase the risk

• Search and Rescue

Centers of the Ministry of Emergency Situations



How is Russian oil-spill 
preparedness developing?
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There are no oil-booms capable to operate in: 

• Ice covered waters

• Waves above 1-2 meters

• Strong sea current (> 1-2 knots)

• Arctic winters (need daylight to operate 

efficiently)

Coordination centers of the marine rescue 
service of the Ministry of Transport 



What are the consequences
of an oil-spill along the NSR
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• In wintertime, the oil-spill can freeze into the

sea ice and be released a second time when the

spring comes

• In low temperatures the oil will not evaporate

and the natural degradation will slow down

• Long response time will maximize the area 

impacted



What is at stake?
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All biological resources in the Arctic are fragile



What are the rules and 
procedures for safe navigation
in Arctic waters?
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IMOs POLAR CODE: Set of requirements for 

equipment and crew

Heavy Fuel Oil ban in Arctic waters started in 

2024, and fully integrated in 2029 



Do the shadow fleet
represent a risk for the Arctic 
enviroment?
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Do they have insurance?

Do they comply with all the IMO rules?

Is the crew experienced for Arctic voyages?
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