BELLONA

Exposing Environmental Threats
in the Russian Arctic and along
the Northern Sea Route

The Bellona Environmental Transparency Center, based in
Vilnius, is an investigative group within The Bellona Foundation
that operates as an independent non-profit solution-oriented
environmental NGO. Our team monitors and analyzes Russia’s
environmental impact within and across borders with a special
focus on the environmental consequences of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine, nuclear and radiation safety and security, as well as
climate change and industrial pollution of the Arctic.

Since 1989, Bellona has documented and exposed grave
environmental conditions within the then-Soviet Union, and later
within Russia. For 28 years from 1994 to 2022, Bellona maintained
offices in Murmansk and St. Petersburg working towards securing
large quantities of nuclear waste from the Russian nuclear
industry and military, protecting the environmental rights of the
population and producing science-based information for a wide-
ranging public.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022 impelled Bellona
to cease its operations in Russia, shutting down both its offices
and relocating its personnel and expertise to a new office in Vilnius
that opened in 2023.

Our team monitors the developments in the Russian Arctic,
including extractive activities and shipping., which affect
environmental pollution and climate. Russia owns approximately
one-third of its territory, including the exclusive economic zone of
the Arctic Ocean. To understand and examine trends, we monitor
new legislation, the plans of industry, the Northern Sea Route,
international economic sanctions, accidents, and emergencies
in the Russian Arctic.

Subscribe to our mailing list and social media.
Contact us at etc@bellona.org
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KSENIA VAKHRUSHEVA

Project Manager, Arctic project advisor
ksenia@bellona.org

Ksenia holds a master’'s degree in International Business and Management from the
University of Bedfordshire (UK), and a PhD in Economics from the Institute of Regional
Economics of the Russian Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg. Ksenia has experience
in analytical research, finance, teaching and project management. For more than ten
years she has worked in the non-profit sector, primarily solving problems in the fields of
environmental pollution and civic education in human rights and democracy. She manages
projects and leads the analytical work in the Bellona's Arctic Project.

DMITRY GORCHAKOV

Nuclear advisor
dmitry@bellona.org

Dmitry graduated from the Faculty of Physics and Technology of the Ural State University
in Russia with a degree in nuclear reactors and power plants. He completed postgraduate
studies at the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences in environmental protection.
He has more than 20 years experience in nuclear science and nuclear energy use. He also
researched radioecology at the Russian Academy of Sciences, developed technologies
for radioactive waste management and environmental monitoring for the private sector
and worked as an independent consultant and analyst.

He has co- authored several reports and working papers, published analytical articles and
participates in the creation of the Bellona's monthly nuclear digest.

YURY SERGEEV

Arctic project advisor
yury@bellona.org

Yury is a graduate of the Faculty of Psychology and Pedagogy of Murmansk State
Pedagogical University. He has worked at Russian Bellona for more than 15 years in various
positions. From 2020 to February 2022, he headed the Bellona office in Murmansk.

He was engaged in the implementation of renewable energy sources, the popularization
of electric transport and the development of charging infrastructure. As an organizer of
numerous educational, scientific and specialized events, Yury has experience in teaching,
project and team management, and finance and analytical research. He is also the author
and co-author of several reports and publications by «Bellona» on renewable energy and
electromobility.

SIGURD ENGE

Senior Advisor, Shipping and Arctic Issues
sigurd@bellona.no

Sigurd works on issues related to decarbonizing the shipping sector, Arctic shipping,
ship safety and oil spill response. In addition, Sigurd is a board member of The NGO
Shipbreaking Platform and Clean Shipping Coalition. His focus has always been on the
sea and human activities at sea. He has previously been responsible for Bellona's vessels,
and has worked with fisheries, aquaculture, oil extraction and ocean pollution. Sigurd has
been with Bellona since 1988.



