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1.5 DEGREES, IS IT...?









THE EU AND THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT



“With additional 
commitments we 

need additional 
legislation.” 

EU Climate & Energy 
Commissioner Arias 
Cañete,

14th December 2015



FOLLOWING COP21: 
DOES THE EU NEED TO ADJUST ITS TARGETS?

The EU climate targets are based on 2 degrees, not 1.5

The EU target for 2030 is stated as ‘at least’ 40 %

The IPCC has been tasked with providing updated scenarios 
based on 1.5 degrees by 2018

«The European Commission recommends that the EU takes 
an active part in the 2018 UNFCCC dialogue, and settles on 

its 2050 target by 2020»

However: The Paris agreement demands updated targets 
only by 2023

The ‘Carbon Budget’ for the 1.5 degrees is spent by 2022...



THE EU DECISION PROCESS POST-COP21
 The European Parliament (EP) reacts (with a resolution)
 The Commission (EC) provides an assessment of the Paris 

Agreement implications for EU policy
 The Climate Council (EU Climate Ministers) discuss the 

Commission assessment
X The European Council (EU Heads of State) discusses this
o The Commission produces legislative proposals, which will 

be debated and adopted in the EP
o The European Council and the EP must then agree
o …in 2018, the IPCC provides updated scenarios



Emission Trading System
Burden Sharing

10 % grid interconnection
RED III

National Energy Plans 2030-50
Gas Strategy

Heating & Cooling Strategy
Energy Efficiency Legislation
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